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attorney, to whom the matter was referred, as appears by
1his letter to the Governor-General and Council, showed
the judge (Hyde), " such part of the proceedings as I
" thought were proper for him to see. I did not choose
" to show him that part of the proceedings where^the
" Board resolve to confine him for the balance remaining
" due to the Company as kazanchi or banker, it not being
" clear to me that they are authorised to do that, I could
" have wished that the ostensible reason for the confine-
"rnent should be on account of the Rs. 10,000 due for
" the revenue." In other words, he kept back the truth
and wished the Company's servants to give a false account
of the reasons of their conduct.

In an elaborate judgment on the case, which, however,
ended only in allowing Seroop Chund to give bail,
Le Maistre re-stated the principles stated by Irnpey in the
case of Commaul. As regarded the debt due from Seroop
Chund as kazanchi, he pointed out that the matter in
dispute was a matter of contract as to which the Council
ought not to be judges in their own cause, and ought
not to enforce what they regarded as being their rights
by the arbitrary imprisonment of their debtor. There is
a remark in this part of the judgment that a man
" might as well say that he was commanded by the King
" of the Fairies " as by the chief and provincial Council of
Dacca, because that body was not a corporation known
to the law. This James Mill censures. There is a
clumsy attempt at playfulness about it, no doubt, but the
meaning appears to me clear and good sense. It is that
when a person asserts a right to imprison another he
must claim it either in his own name, or by some cor-
porate or official name recognised by the law. That the
1 August 31st, 1777, enclosed in Ko. 6.